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evil, and in this the Legislative Council fully co-operated. A special Board
comprising a Chemist and Eevenue and Irrigation officers has been constituted
to investigate the problem on a comprehensive scale throughout the province.
Very large sums are being spent on drainange and other remedial measures,
such as pumping, diversion of channels and alteration of channel levels ; and
a large area has been taken up for scientific experiments and reclamation of
water-logged lands. The interest of the Council in matters affecting the
rate of incidence of land revenue is also reflected in several lines of investiga-
tion into land revenue matters initiated by Government. At the present
moment four such lines have been chalked out for promoting the encourage-
ment of the sinking of wells in water-logged arears, in non- water-logged areas,
in the Nili Bar, and in non-colony lands. The consideration of (a) the possi-
bility of exempting small holders or small holdings from the payment of land
revenue, (&) the possibility of introducing the principle of gradation in local
rates, (c) the levelling of assessments on well land? down to the range of assess-
ments 017 unirrgate^i lands/J) the exemption from assessment of uncultivated land
brought under cultivation by improvements effected by the owner, has been
taken up by Government as the Council is keenly interested in these problems.
84,   For some thirty years, one   of the chief   responsibilities   of   the
Revenue Department has lain in the coloniza-
omza lon"                                 tion of the large areas of   Crown   waste made
available for cultivation by the expansion of the irrigation system* The extent
of these operations is shown by the fact that the Chunian Colony had 87,000
acres, the Lower Chenab Colony nearly 2 million, the Lower Jheium Colony
568,000, the Upper Chenab 85,000, the Upper Jheium 43,000, the Ix>wer Ban
Doab Colony nearly 1| million acres of Crown waste. The completion of the
last named colony falls into the Beforms period ; and the Revenue authorities
are now engaged* in the colonization of the Nili Bar area, which contains over
1 million acres of Crown waste. Briefly, it may be said that the greater
part of the land in the Colonies has been allotted in ** peasant " grants to culti-
vators from various Punjab districts and pensioners of the Indian Army ; there
have also been grants of a larger area to civil pensioners, to retired officers of
the Indian Army, to members of landed-gentry families, and certain areas have
also been given out in grants for special purposes, such as horse and cattle
farms, fruit farms, farms for producing selected seeds and the like. A certain
area of land has also been auctioned; the amount was comparatively small in
the earlier colonies, but in the case of the Lower Ban Doab and the Nfli Bar
colonies (and particularly in the case of the latter) mtich larger areas have been
set aside for this purpose, with a view to meet the higher cost of construction
due to rise in the cost of labour and to ease the burden OB provincial finances
arising from the higher interest on loans raised for construction purposes. It
is mainly from this head that are drawn the large smnft credited to " Extra-
ordinary " Receipts to which reference will be made in paragraphs $88 and 245
of Section D of this Chapter.
85. The peasant grantee is allotted land free of cost, and after com-
plying with conditions as to residence and cultivation, can after a short term
of years acquire occupancy rights. That right is short of freehold, in that the
occupancy tenant has no Tight of transfer by sale, and pays a email " malikana "
or rent on each acre. The larger grantees obtained entry to their land on
payment of fixed sums, spread over a number at instalments, which represent-
ed a considerable reduction on the aiwstioa vahie of the land ; on the com-
pletion of their payments they obtained foil proprietary rights. On the re-
commendation of the Colonies Committee of 1908, it was decided to aBow
peasant colonists the option of converting their occupancy rights into foil pro-
prietary rights on a moderate oast payment. Kie dedsioi* was not, however,
taken mainly on inanelal grounds. The tenant status, Bowev^r 'well secured,
is held in little estimation m Northern India <xm*paied to that oi proprietoiriiip,
and the Committee feared that the Colonies would never assume the aspect of
settled distorts untfl the latter status was eoxiceded. It must also be noted
that the rweisioiiaiy interest of the State in land held bj occupancy tenants
was not great, for under the eiurtcwoaary law of succession* lapses ware veiy
infrequent. The ire&ult both of avowing acquisition of proprietary rights by